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iithic inscriptions, one such inscription dated 1390 A.D. could
be found on the pillar in Veerabhadra temple at Motupalli.82

TRANSIT DUTIES:

The expansion of commercial activities in the form
of the establishment, organization and maintenance of
Santalu, Peta, Santapeta, Banajuvattanas etc. by the trading
communities of Rayalaseema like Vysyas, Settis,
Veerabanajigas, Chalumuia balajas and nanadesis and the
advent of the Portuguese on the coastal regions of the
empire benefited the Vijayanagara government in the form
of transit duties which constituted an important source of
income. According to Nuniz the city of Nagalapura alone
yielded forty-two thousand pagodas of duties for the things
which entered into ft. He says : "The duties in this land
being (are) very great; since nothing comes through the
gates that does not pay the duty,, even men and women as
wet! as headoads aiKi ail mechandies.1183 if that city alone
yielded so much, ft is not difficult to imagine the gross
coiection from this source should have been considerable,

The transit duties were levied on bullocks carrying
pepper, arecanut, silk, grain, wood, rice, paddy, ragi, salt,
oil, ghee, pulses, jaggery, fruits,coconut, kernels, cqtton,
clothes, tobacco, cumin seed, mustard seed, onion, garlic,
turmeric, ginger and other articles of agriculture. The transit
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